266      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
King Edward was the first of our reigning
monarchs to exclusively occupy the British
Embassy in Paris. The spacious ambassadorial
hotel, with its delightful garden, in the Rue du
Faubourg St. Honore has a history extending
over upwards of ninety years. It is No. 39 in the
street, and was designed by a French architect,
Mazin, who planned the house and also the garden
which " gives" on the Avenue Gabriel. Its
original owner was the Due de Bethune-Charost,
and after the Revolution it passed into the posses-
sion of Napoleon i.'s sister, the beautiful Princess
Pauline Bonaparte, better known as Princess
Borghese.
On one of her continental journeys, late in the
eighties or early in the nineties, Queen Victoria,
when passing through Paris, had a slight mishap
at the Embassy. Her Majesty slipped as she was
getting out of her carriage, and fell, happily less
heavily than would have been the case had not
John Brown, who was standing by, come to the
rescue just in time to save the Queen from a serious
mishap. The mention of this episode (which,
luckily, had no unpleasant consequences) reminds
me of what befell Her Majesty at Windsor Castle
in 1883. The Queen slipped as she was descend-
ing the stairs, and the result was an injury to one
knee which greatly troubled and inconvenienced
Her Majesty during nearly the whole of that year
and the following one, and prevented her from
taking a continental holiday in 1884.
Some of King Edward's friends Were interested